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Year 1 Literacy Curriculum Map - Autumn 

Theme/ 

Term 

Journeys and Exploration - Autumn 1 Heroes and Villains - Autumn 2 

Writing Root/ 

Spelling Seed 
Text 

 Cave Baby  
Julia Donaldson and Emily 
Gravett                

Astro Girl 
Ken Wilson-Max  

I Want My Hat Back  
Jon Klassen  

Send for a Superhero  
Michael Rosen and  

Katharine McEwan  

Length 10+ sessions, 2+weeks 11 sessions, 2+ weeks 15 sessions, 3 weeks 15 sessions, 3 weeks 

Outcomes 

Narrative retellings 
Labels and captions, informal letters 

Fact files about being astronauts 
Writing in role, commands, ‘how to’ guides 

Story sequels 
Questions, speech bubbles, letters, lists 

Own version superhero narratives 
Wanted posters, letters, lists, speech bubbles, 
diaries, emails, character descriptions 

S
P

A
G

 

Word 

• -y for /ee/ sound at end of words • alphabetical order • ing suffix  

• un- prefix  

• syllables 

• -y suffix with adjectives  

• plurals with -s and -es  

• suffixes -ed and -ing  

• suffixes -ful and -less 

Sentence 

• joining sentences using and 

• joining sentences using but*  

• noun phrases  

• simple adjectives to expand 

nouns 

• adjectives to describe nouns*  

• commands*  

• subordinating conjunction because*  

• coordinating conjunctions (and, but*, so*)  

• questions  

• statements * 

• join clauses using and, but*, so*  

• questions 

• adjectives to describe*  

• subordinating conjunction because*  

• coordinating conjunctions (and, but*, so*)  

• noun phrases to describe*  

• questions 

Punctuation 

• commas in lists*  

• capital letters  

• contractions*  

• exclamation marks  

• full stops 

• capital letters  

• full stops  

• question marks 

• capitals for proper nouns  

• exclamation marks  

• question marks 

• capital letters  

• full stops  

• personal pronoun I  

• question marks 

Text 
• sequencing sentences to form 

short narratives 
• non-fiction / fiction formats and layouts  

• questions as subheadings 

• sequencing sentences to form short 
narratives 

• sequencing sentences to form short 
narratives 

Handwriting The Ladder Family - (l, i, u, t, y and j) 

(l, i, u, t, y and j 
The One-Armed Robot Family - (n, m and h) 
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Year 1 Literacy Curriculum Map - Spring 

 

Theme/ 

Term 

Similarities and Differences - Spring 1 Nature and Environment - Spring 2 

Writing Root/ 

Spelling Seed 
Text 

The Comet  
Joe Todd-Stanton  

Leo and the Octopus  
Isabelle Marinov  

Stanley’s Stick  
John Hegley and Neal Layton  

Dinosaurs and all that rubbish  
Michael Foreman  

Length 15 sessions, 3 weeks 15 sessions, 3 weeks 11 sessions, 2+ weeks 15 sessions, 3 weeks 

Outcomes 

Own version narrative 

Posters, letters of advice, poem, description, writing 
in role, recipes 

Fact file 

This is Me! posters, letters of advice, factual 
descriptions, logbooks, scripts 

Own version narratives 
Alternative endings, captions, retellings, descriptions 

Pamphlets 
Letters, setting descriptions, instructions, narrative 

retellings, pamphlets, posters 

S
P

A
G

 

Word 
• ing suffix  

• use of pronouns 

• - suffixes -s and -es for plurals  

• past tense -ed suffix 

• technical vocabulary 

• ed suffix for past tense  

• -ly suffix with adverbs*  

• adverbs 

• suffix -ing  

• superlatives with -est suffix * 

Sentence 

• adjectives to describe*  

• use of ‘and’  

• commands*  

• imperative verbs*  

• statements*  

• adverbs* 

• adjectives for feelings and description*  

• exclamations*, statements*, 

commands* and questions 

• noun phrases*  

• use of when*  

• use of conjunction and 

• verbs are and have 

• noun phrases* 

• adjectives*  

• commands*  

• imperative verbs*  

• noun phrases*  

• nouns  

• statements*  

• use of but* 

Punctuation 

• question marks  

• capital letters  

• full stops  

• pronoun ‘I’ 

• capital letters  

• capital letters for names and days of the 

week  

• full stops  

• pronoun ‘I’ 

• capital letters  

• commas in lists*  

• full stops 

• possessive apostrophe* 

Text 
• sequencing sentences to form short 

narratives 

• first person  

• irregular verbs  

• subheadings and bullet points* 

• adverbs to sequence*  

• paragraphing  

• sequence sentences to form short 

narratives 

• adverbs to sequence*  

• present progressive  

• subheadings * 

Handwriting The One-Armed Robot Family - (k, b, p and r) 

(and r) 

The Curly Caterpillar Family - (c, a, d, e, s and g) 
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Theme/ 

Term 

Friendship and Kindness - Summer 1 Imagination and Creativity - Summer 2 

Writing Root/ 

Spelling Seed Text 

 Lost and Found  
Oliver Jeffers 

Pig the Pug  
Aaron Blabey    

Julian is a Mermaid  
Jessica Love  

The Magic Bed 

John Burningham  

Length 15 sessions, 3 weeks 15 + sessions, 3 + weeks 10 + sessions, 2 + weeks 15 sessions, 3 weeks 

Outcomes 

Own version ‘losing/finding’ narratives 

Character descriptions, retellings, advice, 

instructions, non-chronological reports 

‘How to’ guides  

Character comparisons, fact sheets, shared poetry, own 

version narratives. 

Three-verse poems  

Instructions, writing in role, advertisements. 

Own version fantasy stories 

Setting descriptions, additional scenes, description of 

magical piece of furniture, lists 

S
P

A
G

 

Word 

• - ful suffix* 

•  -ness suffix*  

• -er / -est suffix*  

• -ed suffix 

• -ing suffix  

• un- prefix 
• -ing suffix 

• -e and -es for plural nouns 

• -ed past tense suffix  

• days of the week 

Sentence 

• adjectives through similes*  

• adverbs and adverbials*  

• noun phrases*  

• present tense / imperative verbs*  

• questions  

• simple past  

• use of if*  

• using the conjunction but*  

• verbs 

• adverbials of time to sequence*  

• adverbs and adverbials* could and should  

• expanded noun phrases*  

• prepositions / positional language*  

• use and in a sentence  

• use but in a sentence* 

• co-ordination using or, and, but*  

• commands*  

• contracted verbs*  

• join words / clauses using and  

• present tense verbs  

• questions  

• statements* 

• adjectives for detail and description*  

• adverbials of time*  

• expanded noun phrases*  

• nouns  

• past tense  

• use of because* 

Punctuation 

• commas to list adjectives* 

• contractions*  

• question marks 

• capital letters  

• full stops  

• question marks 

• apostrophes of contraction*  

• capital letters  

• capital letters for names and personal 

pronoun I  

• commas in lists*  

• exclamation marks 

• full stops  

• question marks 

• apostrophe for possession *  

• capital letters  

• capital letters for proper nouns  

• full stops 

Text 
• sequence sentences to form 

narratives  

• subheadings 

• sequence sentences to form narratives • poetic structures and layout • sequence sentences to form narratives 

Handwriting The Curly Caterpillar Family - (f, q and o) The Zigzag Monster Family – (z, v, w and x) 

 

Year 1 Literacy Curriculum Map - Summer 
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Year 1 Big Write Genre Grid 

 

Autumn 1 Narrative Re-telling or Fact File  

Autumn 2 Story Sequel or Narrative – Own Version Superhero Narrative   

Spring 1 Own Version Narrative or Fact File  

Spring 2 Own Version Narrative or Pamphlet  

Summer 1 Own Version Narrative – Losing and Finding or ‘How To’ Guides   

Summer 2 Three-Verse Poem or Own Version Fantasy Story  

 

 

 

 


