
 

RESILIENT – RESOURCEFUL-REFLECTIVE-RESPECTFUL -RESPONSIBLE 
 
 

 

 

 

UKS2 Literacy Curriculum Map - Cycle A – Autumn 

Theme/ 

Term 

Crime and Punishment - Autumn 1 

(Resilience and Reflective) 

Power vs. Principles - Autumn 2 

(Respect and Responsible) 

Writing Root/ 

Spelling Seed 
Text 

The Three Litte Pigs Project 
The Guardian 

The Promise 
Nicola Davies 
 

Percy Jackson 
Rick Riordan 

Rain Player 
David Wisniewski 

Length 11 sessions, 2+ weeks 15 sessions, 3 weeks 20 sessions, 4 weeks 15 sessions, 3 weeks 

Outcomes 

Discussion texts  
News reports, persuasive speeches, interview 

scripts, diaries, debates, narratives 

Narrative poem sequels  
Promises, extended thought bubbles, diary entries, letters 

in role, figurative captions, summary poems 

Mythical narratives  
Odes, soliloquies, setting descriptions, additional chapters, 

reports 

Analytical essays about The Maya  
Instructions, posters, missing scenes, diaries, 

newspapers, debates 

S
P

A
G

 

Word 

• differences in vocabulary for 

formal / informal writing 

      language of bias 

• synonyms / antonyms 

• figurative language 
• -ness / -ment to create abstract nouns • -able / -ible suffixes 

Sentence 

• structures for formal/informal 

speech  
• relative clauses   
• multi-clause sentences 
• passive voice 

• modal verbs  

• range of expanded noun  

• phrases  

• fronted adverbials  

• preposition phrases  

• multi-clause sentences 

• subordinating conjunctions 

• order of clauses 

• adverbial phrases  

• modal verbs 

• range of sentence types  

• expanded noun phrases 

• preposition phrases  

• multi-clause sentences 

• relative clauses 

• subjunctive form  

• modal verbs  

• adverbial phrases  

• passive voice 

• fronted adverbials  

• subordinating  

• conjunctions 

Punctuation 
• parenthesis punctuation * use of 

hyphen (hyphenated adjectives 

• use of semi-colons 

• commas for clarity  

• hyphens to avoid ambiguity  

• commas to clarify meaning 

• use of colons / semi-colons 

• dialogue punctuation  

• apostrophes for  

• contraction  

Text • Adverbials for cohesion • repetition for effect (poetry) 

• cohesive devices within a  

• paragraph 

• repetition / ellipses to link paragraphs  

• paragraphs to organise around a theme  

• subheadings to organise 

• perfect tense 

• pronouns / adverbials for cohesion 

Literary Leaf 
Text 

 Politics for Beginners 
 Louie Stowell 

Cosmic  
Frank Cottrell Boyce 
 

Who Let the Gods Out 
Maz Evans  

The Explorer 
Katherine Rundell 

Length 15 sessions, 5 weeks 20 sessions, 4 weeks 14 Sessions, 2+ weeks 20 Sessions, 4 weeks 

Handwriting The Ladder Family - (l, i, u, t, y and j) 

(l, i, u, t, y and j 
The One-Armed Robot Family - (n, m and h) 



 

RESILIENT – RESOURCEFUL-REFLECTIVE-RESPECTFUL -RESPONSIBLE 
 
 

UKS2 Literacy Curriculum Map - Cycle A- Spring 

Theme/ 

Term 

Affirmation and Equality Spring 1 

(Responsible and Resilience) 

Legends, Folklore and Fairytales Spring 2 

 

Writing Root/ 

Spelling Seed 
Text 

Stonewall 
Rob Sanders and Jamey    
Christoph 

Freedom Bird 

Jerdine Nolen 
The Sleeper and the Spindle 

Neil Gaiman and Chris Riddell 
Beowulf  
Michael Morpurgo 
 

Length 15 sessions, 3 weeks 15 sessions, 3 weeks 17 sessions, 3+ weeks 15 sessions, 3 weeks 

Outcomes 

A visitor’s guide  
National Historic Landmark adverts, short news 

reports, protest banners, writing in role 

Biographies  
Non-narrative poems, explanations, dialogue, 

postcards, letters of advice, descriptions, recounts, 

narrative poems 

Fairytale reworkings  
Warning posters, diaries, dialogue, estate agent’s 

descriptions, character descriptions, missing narratives 

Own version legends  
Letters of advice, diaries, dialogue, descriptions, 

action scenes, obituaries 

S
P

A
G

 

Word 
• emotive verbs / adjectives 

• vocabulary of formal writing 
• figurative language 

• homophones 

• comparatives / superlatives 

• synonyms / antonyms for effect  

• alliteration 

• -ful / -less suffix 

• superlatives 

• dis- / de- / mis- / over- / re- prefixes 

• idioms 

Sentence 

• noun phrases expanded with  

• adverbial / preposition phrases  

• range of sentence types  

• passive voice 

• relative clauses  

• contrasting conjunctions  

• modal verbs  

• question tags 

• relative clauses 

• subordinating conjunctions 

• modal verbs 

• relative clauses 

• multi-clause sentences 

• adverbs / adverbial phrases 

• sentence order 

• difference between formal / informal 
structures 

• noun phrases expanded with prepositions  

• relative clauses 

• adverbs / adverbial phrases  

• clause order for effect 

• modal verbs 

• subordinating conjunctions 

• subjunctive form  

• passive voice  

• modal verbs 

• subjunctive form  
• relative clauses 

• abstract noun phrases 

• sentence order 

• adverbial / prepositional phrases 

Punctuation 

• dialogue punctuation 

• apostrophes for contraction  

• sentence ending punctuation 

• dialogue punctuation  

• bullet points to list information  

• dialogue punctuation  

• commas for clarity 

• parenthesis punctuation 

• use of hyphens 

• dialogue punctuation  

Text 

• layout devices – headings,  

• subheadings, paragraphs 

• consistent tense for cohesion 

• dialogue to advance action 

• progressive tense  

• adverbials to link ideas 

• paragraphs to organise  

• around a theme  

• cohesive devices 

• cohesive devices to move time / place / 
action 

• tense choice for cohesion 

Literary Leaf 
Text 

Black and British: A short, essential 
history 
David Olusoga  

The Wonderling 
Mira Bartok  

When the Stars Come Out 
Nicola Edwards  

Grimm Tales for Young and Old 

Phillip Pullman  

Length 15 Sessions, 3 weeks 15 Sessions, 3 weeks 12 sessions, 2+ weeks 

15 sessions, 3 weeks 

12 sessions, 2+ weeks 

Handwriting The One-Armed Robot Family - (k, b, p and r) 

(and r) 

The Curly Caterpillar Family - (c, a, d, e, s and g) 

 

  



 

RESILIENT – RESOURCEFUL-REFLECTIVE-RESPECTFUL -RESPONSIBLE 
 
 

UKS2 Literacy Curriculum Map- Cycle A- Summer 

Theme/ 

Term 

Fate and Fortune Summer 1 Solving Mysteries Summer 2 

(Resourceful) 

Writing Root/ 

Spelling Seed Text 

The Wind in the Wall 
Sally Gardner 

Romeo and Juliet 
William Shakespeare 

 

The Strange Case of Origami Yoda 
Tom Angleberger 

The Whale 
Ethan and Vita Murrow 

 

Length 15 sessions, 3 weeks 15 sessions, 3 weeks 15 sessions, 3 weeks 15 sessions, 3 weeks 

Outcomes 

Extended Gothic narrative  
Posters, figurative writing, descriptions, old English 

letter, dialogue 

Playscripts  
Diaries, letters, narratives, character descriptions, 

balanced arguments 

Discussion texts  
Instructions, persuasion, diaries 

Film pitches  
Reported speeches, speech and thought bubbles, 

descriptions, recounts in role, letters to a newspaper 

editor 

S
P

A
G

 

Word 
• hyphenated adjectives 

• metaphor / personification 

• -ful / -less suffixes  

• synonyms 

• similes as adverbials 

• superlatives -est / most 

• idiomatic language 

• vocabulary of formal  

• writing 

• -ate / -ise / -ify suffixes • synonyms for effect 

• precise verb choices 

Sentence 

• range of noun phrase  

• constructions  

• preposition phrases  

• subjunctive mood 

• subordinating conjunctions 

• adverbial phrases  

• order of clauses 

• passive voice 

• modal verbs 

• subordinating  

• conjunctions 

• passive voice 

• adverbial phrases 

• range of noun phrases  

• prepositional phrases  

• subjunctive mood 

• formal sentence openers 

• multi-clause sentences 

• imperative verbs 

• sentence openers to contrast 

• adverbs / adverbial phrases  

• clause order 

• multi-clause sentences 

• modal verbs 

• subordinating conjunctions 

• expanded noun phrases 

• adverbs / adverbial phrases  

• relative clauses 

Punctuation 

• use of hyphens 

• colons for emphasis 

• apostrophes for contraction  

• dialogue punctuation  

• dashes for interruption 

• ellipses 

• dialogue punctuation  

• apostrophes for omission / accent  

• dash for emphasis 

• bullet points to list information  

• use of semi-colons 

• commas for clarity 

• parenthesis punctuation 

Text • short sentences / repetition for effect 
• present perfect tense  

• layout devices – balanced argument 

• paragraphs to organise around a theme 

• cohesive devices - adverbs /adverbial 
phrases,  

• pronouns, formal tone 

• short sentences 

• consistent present tense 

• cohesion between paragraphs 

Literary Leaf Text 

Cogheart 

Peter Bunzl  
Poetry for Kids: William 
Shakespeare illustrated edition 
William Shakespeare  

Overheard in a Tower Block 
Joseph Coelho  

Real-life Mysteries:  

Can you explain the Unexplained 

Length 16 sessions, 3+ weeks 12 Sessions, 2+ weeks 10 sessions, 2 weeks 15 Sessions, 3 weeks 

Handwriting The Curly Caterpillar Family - (f, q and o) The Zigzag Monster Family – (z, v, w and x) 



 

RESILIENT – RESOURCEFUL-REFLECTIVE-RESPECTFUL -RESPONSIBLE 
 
 

UKS2 Literacy Curriculum Map- Cycle B - Autumn 

Theme/ 

Term 

Journeys and Migration Autumn 1 

(Resilience) 

Conservation and Preservation Autumn 2 

(Respectful and Responsible) 

Writing Root/ 

Spelling Seed 
Text 

Leila and the Blue Fox  
Kiran Millwood Hargrave 
 

Windrush Child 
Benjamin Zephaniah 
 

The Hidden Forest 
Jeanie Baker 

The Last Bear 
Hannah Gold 

Length 20 sessions, 4 weeks 15 sessions, 3 weeks 16 sessions. 3+ weeks 15 sessions, 3 weeks 

Outcomes 

Extended blog entry 

Poetry, informal messages, formal letters, short 
information texts, diary entries, narrative / action 

scenes, tweets 

Persuasive pitches   

Thought bubbles, informal letters, poems, diary entries, 
advice, informal letters 

Balanced discussions 
Research notes, non-chronological reports in the 

form of a letter to a character 

Newspaper article 
Character profile, dialogue, monologue, log book entry, 
scientific report 

S
P

A
G

 

Word 
• Figurative language – personification, 

metaphor 

• synonyms to avoid repetition 

• -ty / -sion / -tion suffixes 

• synonyms to avoid repetition 

• vocabulary appropriate for formal speech 

• effect of word choice 

• emotive language 

• figurative language 

• differences in formal / informal 

vocabulary 

• emotive verbs / adjectives 

Sentence 

• modal verbs  

• subordinating conjunctions 

• noun phrases expanded by 
preposition/adverb phrases 

• subjunctive form 

• relative clauses / pronouns  

• order of clauses 

• conditional sentences  

• multi-clause sentences 

• passive voice 

• contrasting / explanatory  

• conjunctions 

• modal verbs  

• range of sentence types  

• multi-clause sentences 

• order of clauses 

• relative clauses / pronouns  

• subjunctive mood  

• range of noun phrases  

• adverbs / adverbial phrases 

• impact of modal verbs 

• sentence order (phrases) for effect 

• range of sentence types  

• conjunctions to justify  

• modal verbs  

• question tags 

• role of adverbials 

• passive voice 

• fronted adverbials  

Punctuation 
• commas to demarcate clauses  

• single dash for emphasis 

• apostrophes for contractions  

• commas for clarity  

• bullet points to list information 

• parenthesis punctuation  

• commas to avoid ambiguity 

• dialogue punctuation 

• apostrophes for contraction  

• use of single dash 

• bullet points to list information 

Text 

• short sentences for effect 

• internal paragraph structure 

• layout devices – subheadings 

• conjunctions / adverbials for cohesion 

• repetition for effect (poetry) 

• wider range of cohesive devices 

• adverbial phrases to link across 
paragraphs 

• layout devices to organise 

• rhetorical devices 

• repetition to link across paragraphs 

Literary Leaf 
Text 

On the Move: Poems about Migration 
Michael Rosen A World Full of Journeys and Migrations 

Martin Howard  
Darwin’s Voyage of Discovery 
Jake Williams 

Beetle Boy 
M. G. Leonard 

Length 15 sessions, 3 weeks 15 sessions, 3 weeks 12 sessions, 2+ weeks 15 sessions, 3 weeks 

Handwriting The One-Armed Robot Family - (k, b, p and r) 

(and r) 

The Curly Caterpillar Family - (c, a, d, e, s and g) 

 



 

RESILIENT – RESOURCEFUL-REFLECTIVE-RESPECTFUL -RESPONSIBLE 
 
 

UKS2 Literacy Curriculum Map- Cycle B - Spring 

Theme/ 

Term 

Inspiration and Activism Spring 1 Dystopian Worlds Spring 2 

Writing Root/ 

Spelling Seed 
Text 

Hidden Figures 

Margot Lee Shetterly 

 

The Invention of Hugo Cabret 
Brian Selznick 

Boy in the Tower 
Polly Ho-Yen 

The Last Wild 
Piers Torday  

Length 17 sessions, 3+ weeks 17 sessions, 3+ weeks 15 sessions, 3 weeks 16 sessions, 3+ weeks 

Outcomes 

Memoirs 

Reports, formal and informal letters, diaries, 

character descriptions, journalistic writing 

Biographies 

Diaries, journalistic writing, flashback narratives, speeches, 

discussions, letters, film critiques 

Own version narratives (past and present tense) 

Journalistic writing, formal letters, non-chronological 

reports 

Own version dystopian narratives 
Posters, retellings, formal reports, character 
descriptions, diaries, formal letters 

S
P

A
G

 

Word 

• -er, -ologist, -cian, -ist suffixes 

• un- / in- prefixes 

• most / -est superlatives  

• emotive language 
• vocabulary of informal speech  

• vocabulary of formal speech  

• compound adjectives 

• -ment / -ness / -tion/ -cious suffixes 

• abstract / common nouns  

• technical, formal vocabulary 

• -tious / -cious suffixes 

• abstract nouns 

Sentence 

• conjunctions to link ideas  

• range of sentence types  

• abstract noun phrases 

• subjunctive form  

• conditional sentences – if  

• fronted adverbials 

• question tags 

• relative pronouns / clauses  

• passive voice 

• position of reporting clause 

• adverbs of possibility  

• range of adverbial phrases  

• subjunctive mood 

• range of sentence types  

• modal verbs 

• conjunctions to justify  

• relative clauses  

• passive voice 

• adverbials / reporting clauses  

• modal verbs  

• range of sentence types  

• noun / prepositional phrases 

• conjunctions to explain  

• relative clauses  

• omission of relative pronoun 

• passive voice 

• range of noun phrase constructions 

• question tags 

• subjunctive mood 

Punctuation 

• sentence ending punctuation  

• apostrophes for contraction  

• bullet points to list information  

• parenthesis 

• apostrophes for possession / contraction  

• dialogue punctuation  

• hyphens to avoid ambiguity 

• bullet points to list information 

• parenthesis punctuation  

• dialogue punctuation  

• use of colons / semi-colons 

• ellipsis 

• dashes for interruption 

• apostrophes for contraction  

• use of colons 

• dialogue punctuation  

Text 

• subheadings  

• paragraphs to organise around a 
theme  

• adverbials of time for cohesion 

• bias in journalistic writing 

• repetition / adverbials to link across 
paragraphs 

• layout devices – subheadings 

• present progressive tense 

• present perfect tense 

• layout conventions – news  

• report 

• short sentences for effect 

• range of past tense  

• constructions – simple / perfect / 
progressive  

• repetition to link across  

• paragraphs 

• change in tense – flashback 

• repetition to link across paragraphs 

• range of cohesive devices within a 
paragraph 

Literary Leaf 
Text 

Malala 
Malala Yousafzai 

 

The Invention of Hugo Cabret 
Brian Selznick 

Caged Bird 
Maya Angelou 

The Wolves of Willoughby Chase 
Joan Aiken 

Length 10 sessions, 2 weeks 17 sessions, 3+ weeks 10 sessions, 2 weeks 12 sessions, 2+ weeks 

Handwriting The One-Armed Robot Family - (k, b, p and r) 

(and r) 

The Curly Caterpillar Family - (c, a, d, e, s and g) 

 



 

RESILIENT – RESOURCEFUL-REFLECTIVE-RESPECTFUL -RESPONSIBLE 
 
 

UKS2 Literacy Curriculum Map- Cycle B - Summer 

Theme/ 

Term 

Lessons from History Summer 1 

(Reflective and Responsible) 

A sense of Place Summer 2 

 

Writing Root/ 

Spelling Seed 
Text 

Alte Zachen 
Ziggy Hanaor 

 
 

 

18 sessions, 3+ weeks 

Mystery narratives 
Character descriptions, short news bulletins, letters of advice, diary entries, menus, logbook entries 

 
 

The Unforgotten Coat 
Frank Cottrell Boyce 

15 sessions, 3 weeks 

Extended fantasy narratives 

Poems, setting descriptions, diary entries, dialogue, letters of thanks 

 

  
 

Length 15 sessions, 3 weeks 15 sessions, 3 weeks 10 sessions, 2 weeks  15 sessions, 3 weeks 

Outcomes 

Analytical essay 

Character descriptions, flashbacks, diary entries in 
role, short autobiographies 

New chapters 

Journalistic writing, recounts, discussion texts Poetry 

Letters, diaries, information leaflets, instructions 

Own version narratives 

Diaries, explanations (sci experiment), dialogue, non-
chronological reports 

S
P

A
G

 

Word 
• synonyms / antonyms for contrast 

• dis-/ mis- prefix  

• antonyms 

• vocabulary of formal speech 

• language associated with  

• poetry, e.g. assonance,  

• alliteration 

• metaphor 

• simile 

• rhyming pairs 

• synonyms / antonyms 

metaphors 

Sentence 

• modal verbs + contractions 

• question tags  

• noun phrases expanded  

• with prepositions  

• conjunctions to justify  

• adverbial phrases  

• sentence order 

• exclamatory sentences  

• range of sentence types  

• fronted adverbials  

• abstract noun phrases 

• multi-clause sentences 

• multi-clause sentences 

• conjunctions to justify / contrast 

• multi-clause sentences 

• subordinating conjunctions 

• passive voice 

• adverbial phrases  

range of sentence types  

Punctuation 

• apostrophes for contractions  

• use of hyphens 

• dashes for parenthesis 

• dialogue punctuation  • sentence ending, where appropriate 

• commas to avoid ambiguity 

• dialogue punctuation 

• apostrophes for contraction  
use of colons / semi-colons 

Text 

• cohesive devices - tense choice, 

adverbs /adverbial phrases,  

• pronouns 

• subheadings  

• paragraph structure 

• short sentences for effect 

• cohesive devices – pronouns / tense / 

adverbials 

• aspects of performance – Text/timing / 
volume / rhythm 

• subheadings to organise  

• past perfect tense 

• adverbials for cohesion 
progressive tense  

Literary Leaf 
Text 

 Poems from the Second World War 

Gaby Morgan 
 Letters from the Lighthouse 

Emma Carroll 
Incredible Journeys 
Levison Wood  

 

The Story of Titanic for Children  
Joe Fullman  

12 sessions, 2+ weeks 
 

Length 15 sessions, 3 weeks 18 sessions, 3+ weeks 15 sessions, 3 weeks 15 sessions, 3 weeks 

Handwriting The One-Armed Robot Family - (k, b, p and r) 

(and r) 

The Curly Caterpillar Family - (c, a, d, e, s and g) 



 

RESILIENT – RESOURCEFUL-REFLECTIVE-RESPECTFUL -RESPONSIBLE 
 
 

UKS2 Big Write Genre Grid 

Cycle A 

Autumn 1 Discussion Text – News Report 

Autumn 2 Narrative - Mythical 

Spring 1 Historical Landmark advert 

Spring 2 Fairytale reworking or Own version Legends 

Summer 1 Narrative - Gothic 

Summer 2 Instructions 

 

Cycle B 

Autumn 1 Extended blogs or Diary entry 

Autumn 2 Balanced argument 

Spring 1 Biography or Memoirs 

Spring 2 Own version dystopian narrative (past and present 
tense) 

Summer 1 Analytical essay or Auto-biography 

Summer 2 Poetry or Letters or Narrative with dilemmas  

 

 

 


