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Reception Literacy Curriculum Map - Autumn 

Theme/ 

Term 

Outside Inside Autumn 1 Knowing Yourself Autumn 2 

Writing Root/ 

Spelling Seed Text 

Where the wild 
things are 
Maurice Sendak 

Bringing the Rain to Kapiti 
Plain 
Verma Aardema 

Look Up 
Nathan Bryon and Dapo Adeola 

Ning and the Night Spirits              
Driena Fong 

Length 10+ sessions, 2+ weeks 15+ sessions, 3+ weeks 15+ sessions, 3+ week 15+ sessions, 3+ weeks 

Outcomes 

Own version ‘wild thing’ 
narratives  
Labels, captions, oral re-telling, 
developing a new character 

Tourist information leaflets 
Labels and captions, retellings, simple 
explanations 

Non-chronological reports 
Dialogue, diaries, re-telling (oral dictation), mini-
autobiography, ship’s log 

Information texts about night spirits 
Posters, advice letters, party invitations 
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Comprehension 

• Listen and enjoy sharing a range of books. 

• Hold a book correctly, handle with care. 

• Know that a book has a beginning and can hold the book the right way up and turn 

some pages independently. 

• Know that the text in English is read top to bottom and left to right. 

• Know the difference between text and illustrations. 

• Recognise some familiar words in print, e.g. own name, advertising logo. 

• Enjoy joining in with rhyme, songs and poems. 

• Explain in simple terms what is happening in a picture in a familiar story. 

• Complete a repeated refrain in a familiar rhyme, story or poem being read aloud. 

• Experience and respond to different types of books, e.g. Story books, factual/real-world  

• books, rhyming and non-rhyming stories, realistic and fantasy stories. 

• Respond to ‘who’, ‘where’, ‘what’ and ‘when’ questions linked to text and illustrations. 

• Make simple inferences to answer yes or no questions about characters’ emotions in a familiar 

picture book read aloud to them, with prompts. 

• Sequence two events from a familiar story, using puppets, pictures from books or role-play. 

• Hold a book, turn the pages and indicate an understanding of pictures and print. 

• Tell a story to a friend. 
 

Word Reading 

• Hear general sound  

• discrimination and be able to orally blend  

• and segment 

• Join in with stories and rhymes. 

• Recognise their own name. 

• Identify sounds in words, in particular, initial sounds. 

• Read individual letters by saying the sounds for them. 

• Blend sounds into words, so that they can read short words made up of known letter-sound 

correspondences. 

• Read a few common exception word 

Writing 

• Be aware that writing communicates meaning. 

• Give meaning to the marks they make. 

• Understand that thoughts can be written down. 

• Write their name, copying it from a name card or trying to write it from memory. 

• Tell an adult what they have drawn or written. 

• Recognise a capital letter at the start of their name. 

 

• Copies adult writing behaviour, e.g. writing on a whiteboard, writing messages. 

• Makes marks and drawings using increasing control. 

• Knows there is a sound/symbol relationship. 

• Uses some recognisable letters and own symbols. 

• Writes letters and strings, sometimes in clusters like words. 

• Can write their own name independently. 

• Begin to form lowercase and capital letters correctly. 

• Segment and blend the sounds in simple words and naming sounds. 

• Talk about sentences and start to write sentences. 
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Composition 
Skills 

• Use talk to describe events and characters. 
• Use talk to link ideas, clarify thinking and feelings. 

• Understand that thoughts and stories can be written down. 
 

 

Spelling 
• Orally segment sounds in simple words. 

• Write their name, copying it from a name card or try to write it from memory. 

• Orally spell VC and CVC words by identifying sounds. 

• Write own name. 

• Try to write initial sounds in words 

Phonics 

Phase 2 Phase 3 

s a t p h b f/ff l/ll 

i n m d j v w x 

g o c k y z/zz gu ch 

ck e u r sh th ng nk 

 ss  Assess & Review 1 Assess & Review 2 

Handwriting 
• Know that print carries meaning and in English, is read from left to right and top to bottom. 

• Draw lines and circles. 
• Form letters from their name correctly. 

• Recognise that after a word there is a space. 
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Reception Literacy Curriculum Map - Spring 

 

Theme/ 

Term 

Talents & Powers Spring 1 Growing a Seed Spring 2 

Writing Root/ 

Spelling Seed Text 

The Magic Paintbrush 
   Julia Donaldson  

    and Joel Stewart  

Little Red 
Lynn Roberts and 

David Roberts  

The Tiny Seed 
Eric Carle  

The Extraordinary Gardener 
Sam Boughton  

Length 10+ sessions, 2+ weeks 15+ sessions, 3+ weeks 15+ sessions, 3+ week 15+ sessions, 3+ weeks 

Outcomes 

Own version ‘overcoming’ tales 
Thought bubbles, labels, oral re-
telling, writing in role, thank you 
letters 

Alternative character versions 
Labels, notes of advice, adverts 

Advice leaflets 
Labels and captions, advice, retellings, writing in 
role, narrative, letter 

Narrative inspired by the original text 
Labels, letters of advice, instructions, 
narratives 
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 Comprehension 

• Use picture clues to help read a simple text. 

• Make a simple prediction based on the pictures or text of a straightforward story 

that is read aloud to them. 

• Show understanding of some words and phrases in a story  

• that is read aloud to them. 

• Express a preference for a book, song or rhyme, from a  

• limited selection. 

• Play is influenced by experience of books, e.g. small world, roleplay. 
 

• Retell stories in the correct sequence, draw on language patterns of stories. 
• With prompting, show understanding of many common  

• words and phrases in a story that is read aloud to them. 

• Suggest how an unfamiliar story read aloud to them might end. 
• Give a simple opinion on a book they have read, when prompted. 

• Recognise repetition of words or phrases in a short passage of text. 
• Play is influenced by experience of books. 

• Innovate a well-known story with support. 
• Talk about events and characters in a book. 

• Make suggestions about what might happen next. 

• Re-read books, building up their confidence, fluency and understanding and enjoyment 
in word reading. 

Word Reading 

• Read individual letters by saying the sounds for them. 

• Blend sounds into words, so that they can read short words made up of known 

letter-sound correspondences. 

• Read a few common exception words matched to the ELS Phonics Scheme. 

• Read some letter groups that each represent one sound and say sounds for them. 

• Read simple phrases and sentences made up of words with known letter-sound  

• correspondences and, where necessary, a few exception words. 

• Read simple words and sentences. 

Writing 

• Use appropriate letters for initial sounds. 

• Use some print and letter knowledge in their own writing. 

• Begin to form lower and upper case letters correctly. 

• Build words using known letter-sound correspondences in own writing. 

• Use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match their spoken sounds. 

• Write some irregular words. 

• Write simple sentences which can be read by themselves and others. 

Composition 
Skills 

• Orally compose a simple sentence and hold it in memory before attempting to write 

it. 

 

• Orally compose a simple sentence and hold it in memory before attempting to write it. 

 

Spelling 

 
• Spell to write VC and CVC words independently, using taught graphemes. 

• Spell to write VC, CVC and CVCC words independently using taught graphemes. 

• Spell some common exception words. 
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Phonics 

Phase 3-4 Recap Phase 3-4 

es oo Review Week 3 Assess & Review Week 5 

ai ee oa oa Assess & Review Week 6 

ar ur oo or Assess & Review Week 7 

ow oi ear air Assess & Review Week 8 

 ure er ow Review 4 Assess & Review Week 9 

Handwriting 
• Show a dominant hand. 

• Write from left to right and top to bottom. 

• Begin to form some recogniseable letters. 

• Hold a pencil effectively to form recognisable letters. 

• Know how to form clear ascenders and descenders. 
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Reception Literacy Curriculum Map - Summer 

 

Theme/ 

Term 

Summer 1 Summer 2 

Writing Root/ 

Spelling Seed Text 

Weirdo 
Zadie Smith and Nick 
Laird  

The Night Pirates 
Pete Harris and Deborah 
Allwright  

Hairy Maclary from Donaldson’s 
Dairy 
Lynley Dodd  

Izzy Gizmo 
Pip Jones 

 
  

Length 15 Sessions 3+ Weeks 15 Sessions 3+ Weeks 15 Sessions 3+ Weeks 15 Sessions 3+ Weeks 

Outcomes 

Instructional guides to being 
brave 
Writing in role, letters, captions and 
labels, narrative retellings 

‘How to be a pirate’ guides 
Writing in role, letters, labels and captions 

Alternative version narratives 
Character description, writing in role, letters, 
leaflets 

Simple explanation 
Signage, letters of advice, lists, labelled 
diagrams 
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Comprehension 

• Correctly sequence a story or event using pictures and/or captions. 

• Make simple, plausible suggestions about what will happen next in a book that they 

are reading. 

• Know the difference between different types of text, e.g. fiction, non-fiction, poetry. 

• Make inferences to answer a question beginning ‘Why do you think…?’ in a picture 
book that has been read to them, where answer is clearly signposted. 

• Play influenced by experience of books – gestures and actions used to act out a 

story, rhyme or event. 

• Play influenced by experience of books – act out stories through role-play activities using 

simple props and appropriate vocabulary. 

• Innovate a known story. 

• Recall the main points in text in the correct sequence, using own words and include new 
vocabulary. 

• When prompted, say whether they liked or disliked a book, and give a simple justification or 

make a relevant comment. 

• With prompting, sometimes show understanding of some less familiar  

words and phrases in a story that is read aloud to them. 

• Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them. 

• Anticipate, where appropriate, key events in stories. 

• Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, rhymes, 
poems on a theme. 

Word Reading 

• Read some letter groups that each represent one sound and say sounds for them. 

• Read simple phrases and sentences made up of words with  

• known letter-sound correspondences and, where necessary 

• a few common exception words. 

• Read further common exception words. 

• Re-read what they have written to check that it makes sense. 

• Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs. 

• Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge 

• knowledge, including some common  

• exception words. 

Writing 

• Continues to build on knowledge of letter sounds to build words in writing. 

• Uses writing in play. 

• Uses familiar words in their writing. 

• Form lower and upper case letters correctly 

• Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed. 

• Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the  

• sounds with a letter or letters. 

• Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others. 

Composition 
Skills 

• Write a simple sentence/caption which may include a full stop. 

• Write a simple narrative in short sentences with known letter-sound  

correspondences. 

• Sentences may include a capital letter and a full stop. 
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Phonics 

Phase 4 Phase 5 Introduction 

4:1   CVCC (ed) Assess & Review Week 11 

4:2 CCVC (ed/t) ai/ay ow/ou igh/ie ee/ea 

4:3 CCVCC (ed/d) oi/oy ur/ir oo/ue or/aw 

4:4 CCCVC w/wh f/ph (y)oo/ew oa/oe 

 Assess & Review week 10 or/au ee/ey ai/a-e ee/e-e 

 4:5 CCVCC (er/est) Assess & Review Week 12 

Handwriting 

• Form most lowercase letters  

• correctly, starting and finishing in the right place, going the right way round and correctly 
orientated. 

• Include spaces between words. 

•Use a pencil confidently to write letters that can be clearly recognsied  

and form some capital letters correctly. 
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Reception Big Write Genre Grid 

 

Autumn 1 Initial Sounds  

Autumn 2 Initial sounds/ 2 letter words 

Spring 1 - 

Spring 2 CVC Words 

Summer 1 - 

Summer 2 Simple phrases and Sentences 

 

 

EYFS – Literacy Development Reference 

It is crucial for children to develop a life-long love of reading. Reading consists of two dimensions: language comprehension and word reading. Language 

comprehension (necessary for both reading and writing) starts from birth. It only develops when adults talk with children about the world around them and 

the books (stories and non-fiction) they read with them, and enjoy rhymes, poems and songs together. Skilled word reading, taught later, involves both the 

speedy working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and the speedy recognition of familiar printed words. Writing involves 

transcription (spelling and handwriting) and composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech, before writing). 
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Mark Making Developmental Steps 

 


