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 AUTUMN SPRING SUMMER 

YR 

Animals including 
Humans 

Seasonal Changes Everyday Materials Plants  
Forces & How Things 

Work 
Environmental Changes 

Show care and concern 
for living things and 

the 
environment. 

 
Name obvious body 

parts on humans and 
animals. 

 
Understand the key 
features of the life 
cycle of an animal. 

 
Name some 

differences between 
animals, e.g. fur / 
colour/markings. 

 
 Name more 

excretions, e.g. snot, 
tears, blood. 

Know the difference 
between day and 

night, dark 
and light. 

 
Name more weather 

types, e.g. storm, 
thunder, 

lightning, rainbow, 
cloudy. 

 
Know that we wear 
different clothes for 

different 
weather. 

Explore different 
materials freely, to 

develop their ideas about 
how to use them and 

what to make. 
 

Talk about the 
differences between 

materials and changes 
they notice. 

 
Use all their senses in 

hands-on exploration of 
natural materials. 

 
Explore collections of 
materials with similar 

and / or different 
properties. 

Know that fruit and 
vegetables are plants. 

 
Know that some 
vegetables grow 

underground and they 
look different above and 

below the ground. 
 

Understand the key 
features of the life cycle 

of a plant. 
 

Develop an 
understanding of 

growth, decay and 
changes over time, e.g. 

observing an apple / 
banana rotting / 

school compost heap, 
wet pile of leaves. 

 
Show care and concern 
for living things and the 
environment, e.g. keep 
plants alive by watering 

them. 
 
 

Explore how things 
work, e.g. wind-up toys, 

pulleys, sets of cogs 
with pegs and boards. 

 
Explore and talk about 
different forces they 

can feel. 

Begin to understand 
the effect their 

behaviour can have 
on the environment. 

 
Begin to understand 
the need to respect 

and care for 
the natural 

environment and all 
living things. 
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Prompting Questions for deeper thinking 
 

I’m wondering, how is 
this animal different to  
that one? 
 
Tell me, which body 
parts can you see on 
this person / animal? 
 
What is happening in 
this picture? What 
could we do to help 
that person / animal? 

 
 
 

How are night and 
daytime different?  

 
What do we do at 

night that we don’t do 
in the day? 

 
Let’s look at some 

pictures of the 
weather. What can you 
see? Can you describe 
what the weather is 

doing here? 
 

Why does Pete need 
to be in a boat in our 

story Tidy? 

How would you describe 
this?  
 
How did the pasta 
change when it went in 
the water? 
 
How are these materials 
/ objects similar? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Where do you think this 
vegetable came from? 

 
How do you know?  

 
Where did Errol’s carrots 

come from? (Errol’s 
Garden) 

 
Tell me, what is 

happening to this plant? 
 

How is the banana 
changing? Why? 

 
 

Tell me, how do you 
think this works? 

 
How did you make that 

move? 
 

What did you need to 
do to make the trike go 

up the hill? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Why did Pete (Tidy) 
make a mistake? What 
did he do to the forest 

and why was this 
wrong? 

 
How did the animals 
help him to make it 

right? 

Continuous Provision Enhancement Ideas 

Gardening and Growing Area Mud Kitchen Themed Role Play  Wider Provision 

▪ wheelbarrow 
▪ brushes, rakes, spades, 

▪ watering cans, buckets, hose 
▪ gardening gloves 

▪ plant pots / reclaimed bottles /  
fruit juice cartons  

▪ raised bed (if room) 
▪ soil, compost  

▪ seasonal seeds, bulbs, plants 
▪ mark-making equipment  

▪ gardeners’ calendar 
 
 

 

▪ pots of herbs 
▪ growing flowers / plants in pots 

▪ leaves 
▪ scissors, blunt safety knives,  

whisks, spoons, stirrers 
▪ fruit and vegetables (whole and  

chopped)  
▪ cauldrons 

▪ water / different coloured water 

▪ buckets  
▪ gardening books  
▪ flower presses  

▪ mark-making materials  
▪ magnifying glasses ▪ till 

▪ seed packets 
▪ real and fake plants and flowers 

▪ gardening gloves 
▪ wellies  

▪ pots, compost, seeds,  

Pupils will also meet this in other 
aspects of the provision, for example:  

watching clips of pollution; litter  
picking in local parks / wider school  

grounds / visitors, e.g. The Woodland  
Trust, Surfers against Sewage, Friends  

of the Earth.  
 

There should also be planned  
experiences for pupils to ensure they  
experience different environments,  
e.g. farm visits, forest, river, seaside  
visits (linked to locality), visits to the  

local park. 
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Stories that could unlock this learning include: Five ideas for enhancements 

 

 
 

1. Clean, peel and chop different vegetables, e.g.carrots that Erroll grew. 
2. Make a boat for Pete the badger to avoid the flood. What materials will 
you use?  
3. Draw around themselves and draw on body parts / facial features.  
4. Hunt for beetles and worms for Pete to eat.  
5. Observe other creatures that live in the Nursery environment.  
6. Mix soil and water – what happens the more water you add? 

 

Key Vocabulary 

 shoulders, elbow, neck 
back, stomach, knees, 
ankles, tail, fur, 
whiskers, markings, 
grow, baby, child, 
adult, snot, tears, 
blood,  
differences 

weather, day, night, 
light, dark, storm, 
thunder, lightning, 
rainbow, cloudy 

 
 
 

change, senses, explore, 
mixture, pinecones, 
conkers, bark, moss 
 
 
 
 
 

seeds, rot, change, fruit, 
vegetable, die 
underground 
 
 
 
 
 

Cogs, gears, join,, work, 
turn 

 
 
 
 
 

forest, concrete, tidy, 
ruin, care, places, 
wildlife 


