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4th January 2021
Dear Parents and Carers,
Happy New Year to you all! I hope you have had a very enjoyable Christmas holiday despite the current circumstances
and that your child/ren are really looking forward to returning to school. We are very excited to be open as usual, with
lots of wonderful learning planned for the Spring Term.
As Cumbria is now in Tier 4 restrictions due to the rise in coronavirus infections and the prevalence of the new variant
of the virus, we have revised our control measures as part of the school’s risk assessment to keep the school as safe
as possible for pupils and their families, as well as the staff. We are eager to be able to operate as ‘normal’, but in
order to do this, we ask that you support the school by following the measures below:
• All adults (parents and visitors) must wear a face covering whilst on school premises. Staff will also be
wearing PPE where strict social distancing cannot be observed, and you may feel it helpful to prepare your
child/ren for this before they return to school tomorrow.
• Please maintain social distancing when on school premises and do not congregate on the school grounds.
• If your child, or member of your family household is displaying symptoms of coronavirus, or is feeling unwell
at all, they should not come to school. They should seek a test and only come to school if the test is negative.
The main symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are a high temperature (fever), a new, continuous cough and
a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste. However, additional, less common symptoms also include
fatigue, muscle or body aches, headache, sore throat, nausea or vomiting and diarrhoea. Please inform the
school if your child, or someone in your household, is displaying any of the above symptoms and is seeking a
coronavirus test.
• Windows in the school will be kept open for much of the time to maintain good ventilation. Therefore, we
recommend that children wear extra layers of clothing with their uniform in order to keep warm as the
temperature in the classrooms may be lower than usual.
• Please can pupils in KS1 and KS2 bring warm clothing as part of their PE kit as all PE lessons will be outside
not in the hall for the time being. PE kits should stay in school everyday as staff will take advantage of dry
weather for classes to have their PE lesson and therefore, it may happen on a different day to normal.
• Please ensure that you and your child/ren arrive at the allocated start time at the beginning of the school day.
If your child comes to school by themselves, they should not arrive earlier than their start time please. Pupils
should be accompanied by one parent only on school premises using the routes and gates previously specified
at the start of the school year.
School start and finish times are:
o Nursery children – 8.50am – 3.20pm (full day nursery)
o Reception (Mr Stoker/Miss Daniel) 8.40am – 3.05pm
o Reception (Mrs Donaldson) 9.00am – 3.25pm
o LKS2 – 8.55am – 3.20pm
o UKS2 – 8.50am – 3.15pm
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•

Communication between home and school will continue using ClassDojo, including ‘pushing out’ remote
learning for children who are self-isolating at home. If you are not yet using ClassDojo, teachers will send your
login again for you to create an account. It is very important that school can provide remote learning for your
child if they are unable to attend school, to ensure their learning and progress can be maintained.

POSSIBLE FULL SCHOOL CLOSURE IN THE FUTURE
In order to plan for any possible full school closure in the coming weeks or months, it is important that we have a clear
understanding of the childcare requirements of parents who are critical workers. During these periods, school will
remain open for vulnerable pupils and those with Special Educational Needs, as well as for the children of critical
workers. In order to assist with this planning, I would be very grateful if you could indicate (on the form below) if you
will require a place in school for your child because you are a critical worker. Alternatively, you can email this
information to the school office admin@castle-park.cumbria.sch.uk. The government guidance is available at:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidancefor-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision for clarification of critical worker
status. I would be grateful if you could return the form or email the school office by Friday 8th January. Thank you.
As always, thank you for your ongoing support and co-operation.
Yours sincerely,

Mrs H F Richardson
Headteacher

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
CRITICAL WORKER SCHOOL PLACE REQUEST
Name of parent ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Name of child …………………………………………………………………………………………
Class ……………………………………………………………………….
Critical Worker profession/role …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
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