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8th January 2021
Dear Parents and Carers,
SCHOOL PLACES FOR CHILDREN OF CRITICAL WORKERS AND VULNERABLE PUPILS
We are now in the fourth day of the latest national lockdown and from Monday we will be providing 110 places for
pupils to be educated on site. As you will expect, we are now at capacity and it is highly unlikely we can consider any
more requests.
From the outset of the pandemic, we made the decision as a school that any pupils on site should attend every day
(except nursery children who should attend on their usual days) as this makes the process of blended learning (remote
learning and onsite learning) more manageable for staff on a day-to-day basis, maintaining the continuity of approach
to learning for pupils and parents. However, due to the large number of children on site, we have also decided that if
the local R-rate of infection rises above the national level, we may have to reconsider this approach. If the infection
rate in the locality increases rapidly, we may have to ask parents to only send their children to school on the days they
are carrying out their critical work and to support remote learning at home on the other days. Hopefully, this will not
be required, but it is important that parents realise this may be the last option we have to keep families, pupils and
staff as safe as possible from the virus, in the face of a high infection rate locally.
LEARNING REMOTELY AT HOME
If your child is learning at home, I hope they are managing to access the activities being ‘pushed out’ each day from
the teachers on ClassDojo (KS1 and KS2) as well as on Tapestry for Early Years children. Early signs indicate a fantastic
response to the learning being provided remotely and the teachers are delighted with the engagement from the
children. Thank you very much for your support at home.
To try and maintain a connection with school, the staff will telephone every child who is learning remotely at home
each week, to see how they are getting on with their learning and to ascertain if they need any support. We can
provide hard copy work packs if you do not have a printer and we have some availability of laptops for pupils who do
not have a suitable device for learning at home (and some more are on order from the DfE). If you need any help or
support with learning at home, please contact your child’s teacher on ClassDojo.
FREE SCHOOL MEALS
If your child is eligible for free school meals and you are learning remotely at home, we are in the process of purchasing
Morrisons gift cards for this week. We will in touch about the distribution of these as soon as they are available.
From Monday, we are looking to source a ‘five-day meal parcel’ which will contain a range of foods that you can use
to contribute to the meals you are preparing each week at home for your child. The contents of each box have been
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determined by the Local Authority Caterers Association and will contain an 800g sliced loaf, 6 eggs, 200g cheese,
185g tuna, 410g baked beans, 326g sweetcorn, 2 baking potatoes, 1 cucumber, 250g cherry tomatoes, 2 bananas,
1 easy peeler orange etc, 2 apples, 3 yoghurts and 2x 500ml fresh milk. I will be in touch soon with details of how the
boxes will be made available.
MILK AND FRUIT SCHEMES
Unfortunately, the milk and fruit schemes are not continuing during the national lockdown period. Therefore, you may
wish to provide a piece of fruit as well as a drink in a named water bottle for your child each day.
HOT SCHOOL MEALS PROVISION
Hot school meal service will continue from Monday for all pupils learning on site. Meals can be ordered in the normal
way using Lunchshop. Thank you to all the parents who are continuing to use and support this service. A packed lunch
option can also be provided if your child would prefer this each day. Please notify the school office if this would be
preferred (if it is not listed on the Lunchshop menu as an option).

Yours sincerely,

Mrs H F Richardson
Headteacher
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