Welcome to our May newsletter. This month, lots of clubs and after-school activities have been
taking place, together with the Y5/6 Edinburgh Residential visit and Y3/4 Victorian Day. You can
see what Y5/6 got up to in Edinburgh by following their blog—the address is available by
contacting the office.
Hopefully this term, the sunny weather will arrive, so don’t forget to send your child to school
with a named hat, sun cream and water bottle.
ZOO LAB VISITS EARLY YEARS
We had a great visit from Zoolab. The lady brought along a range of minibeasts for us to
meet. We were able to hold a Giant African snail, a corn snake, a hissing cockroach, rats,
and we looked at a tarantula!
We were able to touch them, hold them and watch them depending on how brave we were
feeling. The lady told us lots of information about the creatures she had brought along and
we were able to ask lots of questions too!

Y5/6 Residential Visit to Edinburgh
By Mia, Becky, Ceri, Kaela and Heather

In the week before we broke up for half term, most of Y5/6 children visited Edinburgh, the capital city of
Scotland. We were there for four days and three nights and had a fantastic time.
Our first stop was at Edinburgh Zoo. We split into groups and went off in search of baby koalas,
penguins, rhinos, giraffes, reptiles, fish and pandas. We had our own meeting room where we played a
game where some of us were given, for instance, a feather or piece of animal poo (dried), and we had to
guess what kind of animal it came from. We also learnt about conservation and species that were
critically endangered.
That evening, we took some games and played in the nearby park, then it was bedtime.
Over the next few days, we all visited the National Museum of Scotland, where there was loads to see,
including the Ancient Egyptian Room. One of the best bits was where you stood on scales and it told you
which animal your weight was equal to. Did you know it took five of us to equal the weight of a polar
bear!
We saw the changing of the guard at Edinburgh Castle, with a loud marching band. In Camera Obscura,
there were 5 floors of all kinds of illusions. There was the Vortex Tunnel, a spinning tunnel and the
challenge was to walk through to the end without touching the sides, but what was moving — you or the
tunnel? The Light Fantastic was amazing, where we could see ourselves shrink, grow and stretch. In the
Magic Gallery there were all sort of electrifying experiments! It was a fabulous place to visit and it made
you question if the way we live is an illusion and what we saw was real!
We visited The Real Mary King’s Close which is a historic close located under buildings on the Royal Mile.
It took its name from one Mary King, a merchant burgess who resided on the Close. We could see what
the streets looked like in the 18th century, with very narrow alleyways. We saw the Room of Plagues
and met the Plague Doctor. We learnt that it was fleas that caused the Black Death, not rats as previously thought. If you had pus-filled boils, the doctor would cut them, then put a hot iron over it to seal
it. Patients were more likely to die from the pain than the plague. If you caught the pneumonic plague,
your family had to display a special flag outside your house and you had a 30% chance of
survival.
At Dynamic Earth we sat in a dome and watched a film about super volcanoes and natural disasters.
There was a volcano simulator and we had to hold on when it erupted. When we went up and down in
the lift, it was like time travel because there were moving images within the lift.
We also went to the Museum of Childhood, where there was a display of 100s of old dolls and old games.
We had great fun at our hostel and the food was, on the whole, quite good. We had a room inspection
every day, and the cleanest room won a small prize.
A big thankyou to all the staff who came with us and made the whole experience brilliant.

Thank you so much for all of your support. Once again it has been a great few months of fundraising, all
of which goes towards enriching our children’s learning experiences at Castle Park School.
Our first FoCP Bingo night was a great success and very well attended, raising a brilliant £929. Thank
you so much to all of the parents and local businesses who donated the fabulous prizes for the raffle.
As always, the children really enjoyed the cake sale earlier this week and this event raised £132. A huge
thank you to all the bakers, volunteers and purchasers – we really couldn’t have done it without you!
FoCP are funding workshops for different year groups, learning about the Vikings and the Victorians. We
are also funding 2 Asian workshops for the whole school, covering the entrance fee for the forthcoming
KS1 visit to Lowther Castle and funding some programming software for Early Years and KS1. It is
always great to see that all of the children in school benefit from the money raised by you and spent
through FoCP fundraising events.
Upcoming FOCP Events
th

Friday 14 June – Father’s Day Hamper Draw (tickets on sale from 6th June)
Thursday 20th June – Summer BBQ 5-7pm
Victorian Day for Y3/4
We were fortunate to have two visitors come to school, who pretended to be teachers from the Victorian
era. Throughout the day, they introduced the children to how life would have been like for a Victorian
school child. All the Y3/4 children came to school dressed as children from the Victorian era, such as
chimney sweeps, maids, servants and some as aristocracy. The children were taught using slates and
slate pencils.
In the morning the children learnt the Victorian timeline, English and Maths, using Victorian-style
handwriting. In the afternoon, the actors used role-play to teach a range of day to day duties that a
servant would have carried out and also introduced some Victorian artwork. At the end of the afternoon,
there was an assembly where teachers took part in a competition using Victorian - style toys. Thankyou
to Friends of Castle Park for funding this workshop.

Baby News!
Congratulations to Dr and Mrs
Stearn, who are expecting their first
child in September.
Mrs Stearn will continue at Castle
Park until the end of the Summer
term.
We hope that all goes well for the
new family.

Pond Dipping with Mrs Leck’s Class

Thursday 6th June

-

EY & KS1 Sports Morning at 9.30am
LKS2 Swimming
LKS2 Multi Skills Club starts

Friday 7th June

-

KS2 Sports Morning at 9.30am

Monday 10th June

-

Y6 Bikeability starts
Mr Tennant’s class & Half Miss Shaw’s
class visit to Conishead Priory, Ulverston

Tuesday 11th June

-

Miss Thwaites/Mrs Brook’s class and Half
Miss Shaw’s class visit to Conishead
Priory, Ulverston
Girls Cricket Competition at Burneside
KS1 After School Clubs Start

Wednesday 12th June

-

Y4 to visit QKS Garden

Thursday 13th June

-

QKS Y6 Getting Ready Evening

Friday 14th June

-

Father’s Day Raffle Drawn

Monday 17th June

-

Year 5 to Visit QKS all day

Tuesday 18th June

-

Year 5 to QKS for Islamic Day
Miss Shaw’s Class to visit Canal Path for
the Pollinator’s Project

Wednesday 19th June

-

School Photographer visiting school for
class groups
Cumbria in Bloom Judges visiting school

Thursday 20th June

-

FoCP Summer BBQ 5pm—7pm

Monday 24th June

-

Asia Theme Week for the whole school

Tuesday 25th June

-

Miss Shaw’s Class visit to the Canal Path

Wednesday 26th June

-

Y5 to KKS to see ‘Popstars’
Y4 visit to the Salvation Army

Monday 1st July

-

Y6 Induction Days at QKS and KKS
Pupils to visit their new classes
EY Induction/Transition Meeting 3.15pm
LKS2 Transition Meeting 4.15pm

Tuesday 2nd July

-

KS1 Visit to Lowther Castle
SEND Visit to Brockhole

Wednesday 3rd July

-

YN Visit to the Maize Maze
KS1 Transition Meeting at 3.15pm
UKS2 Transition Meeting at 4.15pm

